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September 1, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU INVITES COMMUNITY TO CENTENNIAL KICKOFF
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University on Sept. 7 will send a big "thank
you" card to local communities for their loyal support of the university during the past
100 years.
The card will not be the paper kind, however.
Rather it will be in the form of a 100th birthday celebration where local
community members are the invited guests of honor.
"The celebration on Sept. 7 marks the official kickoff to Eastern's year-long
Centennial observance, and it's the university's way of saying thank you to
Charleston and other local communities for their support of the university since its
founding a century ago, " said Bobbie Hilke, Centennial coordinator.
Eastern, which turns 100 in 1995, is beginning its Centennial celebration in
1994, with the Sept. 7 event setting the stage for other activities planned into 1995.
Wednesday's

festivities

will

begin at

3: 14

p.m.

on

the Coles

County

Courthouse steps with a re-enactment ceremony commemorating the day (Sept. 7,
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1895) that Charleston was notified that it had been selected as the site of what was
then called the Eastern Illinois State Normal School.
EIU's Pep Band, led by Eastern's new band director Joe Manfredo, will play
patriotic music before and after the reading of the proclamation.
Dressed in period clothing, Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill will read the original
telegram sent from Springfield by George Jeffries, a key member of Charleston's
Normal School Committee, that read, "To the People of Charleston: Charleston wins
on the twelfth ballot. Hard fought battle. Be home tonight ..."
The public is invited to participate in the re-enactment ceremony and to come
dressed in 1800s attire.
"We encourage those who are already planning to wear period clothing for
Charleston's Communityfest on Sept. 17-18 to wear those same outfits to Eastern's
re-enactment on Sept. 7. This way they get double wear," said Hilke.
Following the re-enactment, Wednesday's activities will move to the campus
pond for a community picnic, free entertainment, hot air balloon "glow" and fireworks.
Parking will be available in the football stadium lot.
The picnic, open to all area residents, will begin at 5 p.m. at the pond -- known
to some as the TC pond -- located south of the Lantz Building. There will be free hot
dogs, chips and soda -- while they last. "We have only ordered 1,895 hot dogs, so
individuals are encouraged bring their own picnic baskets in case the food runs out.
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They also may want to bring lawn chairs, since seating will be very limited, " Hilke
said.
Higher Destiny, an award-winning gospel group from east central Illinois, will
perform from 5 to 6 p.m., followed by the Sawyer Brothers five-man country band
from Lerna from 6 to 8 p.m. and then the 40-member Coles County Barbershop
Singers from 8 to 8:30 p.m. Mike Zieba of Z's music in Charleston is providing sound
and lights.
EIU alumnus Matt Piescinski will be the master of ceremonies for the evening
and will engage the audience in historic trivia.
WMCI, 101.3 FM, a country radio station serving the Coles county area, will
broadcast live during the event from 5 to 7 p.m. OJ Bub McCullough will give away
Centennial prizes to lucky listeners throughout the evening.
Representatives from Vess and Pepsi will also be on hand to give out special
prizes to EIU students.
Tables will be set up for those who want to place orders for EIU Centennial
calendars, sweat shirts and license plates.

At 7 p.m., Mike Turner from Sky's the Limit will present a spectacular sight
when he ignites a half dozen hot-air balloons. The balloons will be tethered so they
do not become airborne and will illuminate the area for about an hour.
The evening finale will consist of fireworks at 8: 30 p.m. by

Mad Bomber, a

Midwest fireworks supplier with some of its staff based in Charleston. A lighted
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"100," extended from a 20-foot platform, will be part of the display.
"All we can hope for now is good weather," said Hilke. "If the event is rained
out, the only activities that will be rescheduled are the fireworks, which will be dis
played at EIU's Homecoming Alumni Dance the night of Oct. 7."
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